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FRAMINGHAM -- It's been six months since parishioners at St. Jeremiah's took up a 
24/7 vigil in hopes of reopening their parish, and yesterday, their faith and prayers were 
still going strong.  

     About 150 congregants attended the regular Sunday Mass and gathered, as they 
normally do, in the church basement afterward for "coffee and conversation."  

     Yesterday's Mass made no mention of the anniversary; however, parishioners said 
they're confident and hopeful their Vatican appeal to reopen their church will be 
affirmed.  

     "We're even more hopeful than we've ever been," Appeals Committee co-chairman 
Jackie Lemmerhirt said after Mass. "We're very hopeful we'll reopen and our appeal will 
be successful."  

     The archdiocese closed the parish in May, and parishioners began an around-the-
clock vigil May 6. Volunteers, who sign up for a vigil shift, have been keeping vigil in the 
Brook Street church ever since.  

     St. Jeremiah's is one of the only parishes in vigil that has Sunday Mass and the only 
parish that Archbishop Sean O'Malley granted approval to hold religious education 
classes, according to Lemmerhirt.  

     The parish will be holding two baptisms on Nov. 13, and will also be holding a 
Thanksgiving dinner this month, she said.  

     Fellow Appeals Committee member Lorraine Dray, in the basement having coffee 
with fellow parishioners, said her faith inspires her to keep the vigil going.  

     "God is what keeps me coming back," the 46-year parishioner said. "We have faith 
that Archbishop O'Malley is going to reopen our church."  

     Dray said parishioners pray the Rosary every night for the church to reopen.  

     Since St. Jeremiah's began holding Mass after its closing, many Catholics have 
returned to the parish, she said.  

     "We have faith that people will come back to church and see this kind of faith 
community exists to them," Dray said.  

     Since the closure, the vigil has brought the parish closer, she said. The vigil has 
made the community "stronger in faith. The church should be rejoicing," she said.  

     Parishioners John and Phyllis Olszewski of Framingham have been attending St. 
Jeremiah's for more than four decades.  

     John's been a parishioner for 47 years, and Phyllis for 46 years. John said he's 
keeping vigil "because it's necessary. We'll be here forever," he said after yesterday's 
Mass.  

     And his wife said she's confident her church will reopen. "Oh, we know we're going 
to stay open," she said. 
 
(Lisa Gentes can be reached at 508-490-7461 or lgentes@cnc.com.)

 

 
 
Christina Schmitz, left, keeps Gerry 
Duncan company. (Erin Prawoko 
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Herald Interactive Tools

Related articles

E-mail article to a friend

View graphic version

Post comments in the forums

Search site

Sign up for home delivery

Related articles
Church future in limbo

Church closed a year, business as usual

Today's most read articles Updated 11:00 PM ET

1. Sex offender charged with assault on minor(1536)

2. Fighting for loved ones twenty years later(1449)

Page 1 of 2MetroWestDailyNews.com - Printer Friendly

11/10/2005http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/localRegional/view.bg?articleid=113719&format=t...



3. Police arrest ringleader(1265)

4. Murderer's plea leaves family cold(1194)

5. Richard D. Courtemanche(1016)

Search the site

      Enter Keywords all relevance Go!

 

[ contact us ] :: [ print advertising ] :: [ online advertising ] :: [ Browser Upgrade ] :: [ Jobs ] :: Click here for home delivery or call 
1.800.982.4023 

? Copyright of CNC and Herald Interactive Advertising Systems, Inc. 
No portion of townonline.com or its content may be reproduced without the owner's written permission. Privacy Commitment 

Page 2 of 2MetroWestDailyNews.com - Printer Friendly

11/10/2005http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/localRegional/view.bg?articleid=113719&format=t...


