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St. Jeremiah grateful to hold Christmas Mass 
By D. Craig MacCormack / Daily News Staff 
Saturday, December 24, 2005  
 

FRAMINGHAM -- In a year that has seen their faith tested more than ever, St. 
Jeremiah’s parishioners can at least take comfort in knowing they can spend 
Christmas Day at their own church.  

    The holiday falls on a Sunday this year, meaning the church will host its regular 
10:15 a.m. Mass on Christmas, said Appeals Committee co-Chairwoman Jackie 
Lemmerhirt.  

    "It’s even more special to think about having Christmas Mass at our church this 
year," she said. "Everyone expected St. Jeremiah’s to be closed at this point."  

    The Appeals Committee started its around-the-clock vigil at St. Jeremiah’s May 6, 
one week before Archbishop Sean O’Malley ordered it to be closed as part of a 
reconfiguration.  

    O’Malley gave the weekly Mass his blessing in August, and St. Jeremiah’s has 
been more crowded every week, said Lemmerhirt. Last week, more than 200 people 
came to see the annual children’s holiday pageant.  

    That Mass saw youngsters act out events associated with the birth of Jesus in a 
Bethlehem manger, which is celebrated on Christmas Day. Children played the role 
of wise men, shepherds, the Virgin Mary and Joseph, among others.  

    The Rev. William Roche will serve as celebrant for St. Jeremiah’s Christmas Day 
Mass. The event will include a heavy dose of the church choir, which is expected to 
sing "a lot of music" to kick off the holiday, said Lemmerhirt.  

    "It’s obviously more special than one of our regular weekly Masses," she said. 
"The church will be decorated and the choir will add holiday music.  

    St. Jeremiah’s will also host a communion service at 4 p.m. today, moving up the 
start time of 4:30 for its usual weekly offering. Because of the holiday, the church 
organist will play at the communion service.  

    Lemmerhirt hopes the strong support and high turnout will eventually be enough 
to persuade O’Malley to reopen St. Jeremiah’s. Many of the parishioners now attend 
Mass at St. George’s in Framingham or other parishes in the area.  

    "We continue to make the point (to O’Malley) that we’re a thriving parish that’s 
growing," said Lemmerhirt, noting Appeals Committee members send Mass 
attendance figures to the archbishop each week.  

     
 

Herald Interactive Tools

Related articles

E-mail article to a friend

View graphic version

Post comments in the forums

Get RSS feed

Search site

Sign up for home delivery

Related articles
Church group sees flaw in parish closing

Today's most read articles Updated 11:30 PM ET

1. The land of elves: Hidden creatures make their home in this Icelandic town(862)

2. Brian F. Campbell(725)

3. Holiday planning: Now’s the time to set financial goals for 2006 and beyond(650)

4. Police log from Monday, December 26, 2005(641)

5. Upheaval and uncertainty: Experts predict volatile year for fuel prices and economy
(486)

Search the site

Page 1 of 2MetroWestDailyNews.com - News & Opinion: St. Jeremiah grateful to hold Christmas M...

12/26/2005http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/localRegional/view.bg?articleid=117650&format=t...



bh.heraldinteractive.com: 0.025764 : Sat, 24 Dec 2005 04:41:57 GMT

       Enter Keywords all relevance Go!

[ contact us ] :: [ print advertising ] :: [ online advertising ] :: [ Browser Upgrade ] :: [ Jobs ] :: Click here for home delivery or call 1

© Copyright by Community Newspaper Co. and Herald Media. 
No portion of BostonHerald.com or its content may be reproduced without the owner's written permission. Privacy Commitment

Enterprise-level broadband service provided by 
Intellispace: Delivering Fast & Dependable 
Communication Solutions

Wireless bro
provided by

Page 2 of 2MetroWestDailyNews.com - News & Opinion: St. Jeremiah grateful to hold Christmas M...

12/26/2005http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/localRegional/view.bg?articleid=117650&format=t...


